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E ‘m’aw ORLEANS«-AL_daybreak'
amlS-wheel semitrailer: truck es-:

troopels? groaned® dowrss 2~narrow-
gravelroad to an old brick explosive
. magazxr{g d°ep- m'ra' m

’Phe‘stabe troopers’ Were therp fo-

23 August 1981

supemse' *the-loading % of* 7,500 |
pounds of C4 plasuque'-,exploswa
and to guard the shipment as faras.
the Texas border,. the first leg of a
2,0C0=mile’ trek! to’ a* desert’ bunker:
eastofLes Angeles'ﬂw‘.fwxf W
A Pomona, Calif."munitions'deal --
er“had’ .ordered this shipment. He
was- amassing, at’'z‘cost of about]
$300,0C0 all-private stocks-of the
military surplus expldsive available
ir-the:United: States dnd’ Canada.:
The dealer claimed at the-time that'
_it: would be used: to simulate atornic
b}asfs'"rfar govemment't'research
profectaiituiy it e R
“Actually the’{ﬁ--ultxmately 20
‘toms of it—was sécretly-bound for a|
~beyzm~ ‘arsenak to‘outfit a terrorist
centetand trainngschool i IrTripoli;

cans working for'the regirie oF Liht4
yaa rule.,_t,oL Moammar Xadafi and
: ,.wnmz nrof‘m wumnted by fedecal.
sin the(rmlhors of.'
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m u:hedm whelplcad ..heaO’»pmmd
cakes- of . cream-colored’: €31, they
unwittingly. helped. Jauncli «what
faderal .agents now believe-was the
largest. illegal: shipment; of _explo-
sives~ever, made by Amerimns 1o’
international terroristsuy 5‘# R
. A.:edera}grandjurymll hear:
testimony.. next . weelk,. The Times
has leamned. into how agent:of Ka-

the S market on surplus plastique
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Prclectxom fon!fhe t
‘Joad was tight that sull
inormng> mAngustL,,
Louisiana’s: ‘iexplosive:

- trodpers wererequired
- shipment.to keep it out

STAT,

" hands.::But= when ~t]
“waved: -goodbye: at-th
<there: was..noc- escort Zwaiting :: m
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1%No-one: seemed to-beias cori-:
cemed aswewere;” recalled troop-
erRick Borgus:.tAnd we told. Texas
n. wasconnng.., cAeorl A

: Thetrucklcad ~was nately:
com‘omed into a 20-ton inventory of
'C4 accumulated by -the -Pomona
dealer;-Jerome S: Brower: It would
be airlifted to Libya two-months la~
ter from: Houston. aboard: a char--
tered DC -8 in boxes marked "dmll—

. aberata., terronst
‘training. school arsenat and- bomb
. laboratory-—much of zt.stxllm  Oper-:
-ation;: accordmg m U.S:-authorities:

.—had been’ seLup in beya in the

‘Servants’ quarters of the Trrpoh nalace of for’ner Km°
f"Idns ousted by Kadafiin 1969. -
-The terrorist center in Tripoli was set np in 19’}’6 and~

. Staffed by American:ex-Green Berets,: retired- U.S.!

““government bomb experts and at least two civilian em- |
. ployees on léavefrom the top secret China Lake Naval!
~.Weapons Center.east.of Bakersfield, Calif, Authon.les!
.’say they know of !east 30 Amencam who have been!
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“=Their skill3: werevsod for corrm.emdo trammw in auch
ar%s as.covert operatinns; 1ahaiage and-asmassinationd
“Their students were Libyan soldiers and Arao Lemr*—;
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~Other Amencan;;:recrmted fronraround: the U.S_ by

;'l':nbyan agents, worked in a bomb factory--camouilag-| -

.ing bombs as-ash trays. lamps,. flower -vases, alarm
‘clocks, refngnt.ors; televisions, radios; bnefcasea tea;
ke!tles and candles®One of “the bomb-experts told-a
ashington grand jury in-1980 that he ade a bomb to
behxdden urabox‘of tea and given to someone as a gift.
="K federal judge: later,tolo‘. an(md.lcted ‘
Yed in that casesitiaiafadtey Fosies (o SR ',
% “No one wilt er:know the namber of people killed
~or'maimed as’a;result of the expldsivés that were sup-
“plied . Tand. (oitechmcxam who-assisted) mt:axmn,
teuonsts in the use.of. theseexplcmva_a,, S
7..Orie or more-of the bombs: killed several I.xbyans in

the suromer of 1977 and: injured three A.mer'ca.n terror-
~ist instructorss A R n i e i i B A St e ]




